STOKE ST GREGORY PARISH COUNCIL
51 Polkes Field, Stoke St Gregory, Taunton, Somerset. TA3 6EX.

)# Stoke St Gregory

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 11th November 2024 in The meeting room. Williams
Hall, Dark Lane, Stoke St Gregory at 7.30pm

Present: John Hardy (Chair), Julie Monro, John Hembrow, Peter House, Lawrence
Bostock, Ann Finn, Janice Pearce, Sally Taylor (Clerk) David Fothergill and two members
of the public.

Apologies for Absence: Jessie Cartwright, Heather Venn
Members voted unanimously to accept apologies.

117. Approve and sign minutes of the October meeting:
The minutes were agreed to be an accurate record of the meeting and were signed accordingly.

118. Declarations of interests and dispensations: None

119. Questions and comments from the public (limited to 15 minutes in total)

SE representing the Footpath Group gave an update on activities. Landowners have been
contacted about stiles and a meeting with Daniel Gordon (County Footpaths Officer) has been
held regarding putting in 12/13 pedestrian gates instead of stiles. Phil Stone and SE looking
next week at those linking SSG and NC. Priority for those closest and most used. May come
back to PC for future support. SE also informed the PC that County Enforcement Officers are
no more.

SH Remembrance Day: expressed her thanks to JHa for attending the service yesterday and
laying the wreath today.

SH also expressed her thanks to DF after she asked him to intervene as Hatch Green Coaches
refused to take guide dogs on buses and wouldn't speak to her. DF resolved the issue.

SH asked if any funding might be available next year for the 80 year anniversary of VE Day
ST to find out if any funding available.

SH raised the issue of the bin outside of the shop again as getting worse and no resolution.
ST to forward e mail she had sent to County reporting the issue to DF.

120 Planning
36/24/0012 Dark Lane Farm
Two storey extension with terrace
Still no additional plan uploaded. Should have been an amendment.
Until plan on website we cannot comment.
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Lane End House refusal reported.
Applicants are to appeal.

121 Stoke St Gregory 2023 Community Plan

Health and Wellbeing Action Tracker was reviewed, some elements are no longer relevant and
other opportunities which fit this section of the tracker are not included. Makes it very difficult
to work with.

ST to produce an Action Plan for the next meeting to establish opportunities for grant
funding to achieve actions

Next Drop in Surgery:
December - Saturday 7th December - PH with DF 11am to 12.

122 Somerset Council - Local Plan Engagement (e mail 3/11/24)
This was discussed and some priorities identified. Some sections not relevant.
ST to complete response based on discussions

123 Somerset Councillor report

A358 dualling cancelled.

New A303 now open

Household support funds re winter fuel
Soft Plastic recycling - rolling out further

124 Somerset Prepared Event - Feedback

PH attended. Was interesting. Copper phone lines discontinuation put back to Jan 27
due to need to retain for traffic lights and piper alarms.

Comms in emergency - some phone masts have generators and therefore no
communications. Need to update Emergency Plan.

PH will look at updating.

Flooding - water courses - where they are, are they working? Where the problems are -
riparian ownership.

How are phone masts going to get fibre supplies. Masts will get overloaded.
Skylink dish - aerial - line of sight - might be a way forward.
Elderly - emergency power packs.

Broad Lane NC - floods as someone has filled in a ditch. P Stone met with JHe - money
at NC to resolve?

125. Broomfield Park
Nothing to report

126 Highways

Further correspondence has been received regarding the request for a 20mph speed limit
along Curload.

Gov.uk guidance regarding the criteria for such a limit had been sent to the resident,
however they have questioned the advice given.

ST emailed Kate Brown of County Highways to confirm. KB confirmed that the criteria
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are not met for Curload and that Highways would not consider such a request. She
advised the average speed along Curload to be under 30mph, the current limit. She said
that if the PC wished to progress that it would be at the PC cost. The cost of such a
project can be up to £15k.

The PC took a vote on the introduction of a 20mph speed limit along Curload with the
cost to be met from the precept.

Unanimously voted NOT to support such a scheme.
JHa to e mail resident to inform them of the decision.

127. Footpaths
Update covered under public questions.

ST advised the PC that the County Footpaths Officer had replied about replacing the
Liaison Officer and he had suggested he would like to see the role filled.

To be discussed again if a suitable candidate becomes apparent.

128. Flooding
E mail from Creech PC asking for support.
All agreed will support grant application.

129 Playing Field
PP still applying for funding and fundraising

130 Heart of the Village
Nothing to report

131 Councillor Training
JM to be booked on Code of Conduct

132. Financial matters
Payments to be authorised

DATE REFERENCE PAYEE DETAIL AMOUNT
10-10-24 INV-26 JOSHWILLIAMS | GRASS CUTTING SEPT £105.00
16-10-24 INV-798 NICK SLOAN WEBSITE SEPT £120.00
1-11-24 | SALARY OCT  |SALLY TAYLOR CLERK SALARY OCT £391.50
4-11-24 WREATH ROYAL BRITISH DONATION FOR £100.00
CHQO01061  LEGION BY CHQ | REMEMBRANGCE WREATH
4-11-24 LAKE CRESCENT  |REFUND FOR INCORRECT £61.00
OVERPAYMENT | FUNERAL PAYMENT MADE BY
SERVICES CRESCENT
4-11-24 | FUNDRAISING PROJECT PLAY TRANSFER OF FUNDRAISING |  £590.00
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TRANSFER (PFMCQC) MONEY HELD BY PC ON
BEHALF OF PP

All voted in favour to approve payments.

133 Other items for discussion

AF - Asked about the representative from the Greater Sedgemoor Project coming to talk
to the PC. No particular interest, but may be a good option for a speaker at APM

Commonwealth War Memorial e mail - plaque - defer to next meeting.
Meeting closed at 9.30pm

The next meeting date will be as follows Monday 9th December
2024 at 7.30pm at The Williams Hall, Stoke St Gregory.
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Parish Councils Briefing Note
Call for sites

Somerset Council will be launching a Call for Sites in the new year as it prepares to
develop its first Local Plan. The Call for Sites is a six-week period where landowners,
developers, and site promoters are invited to submit land they want to be considered
for future development. Submissions can be for various uses including housing,
economic development, gypsy and traveller pitches and plots, and renewable energy
installations. The Local Plan guides decisions on future development proposals
based on the needs and opportunities of the area, identifying where development
should take place and areas where development should be restricted.

Storm Darragh

During the recent Storm (Darragh) a Red Warning, the highest level of alert, was
issued meaning that there was a possible danger to life. Wind speeds reached 89
mph in Exmoor and 72 mph in Yeovil. Teams dealt with nearly 700 reports of
incidents on the road and more than 400 fallen trees during and after the Storm,
which hit just two weeks after Storm Bert when 200 trees were downed with a
further 644 reports of incidents

Wells Christmas market

The annual Wells Christmas Market will take place on Saturday 14" December.

Schools Admissions

A consultation on Schoolds admission policy is now open and runs until 20" January. Antone

with an interest who wishes to comment should visit
https://somersetcouncil.citizenspace.com/childrens-services/2026-arrangements/

Devolution

A Revised expression of interest in forming a Combined Authority between Wiltshire, Dorset
and Somerset has been submitted to the Government ahead of the White Paper on English
Devolution, expected w/c 16" December.

Council Tax Discounts Scheme

Somerset Council is bringing forward proposals to make savings to the Council tax
Discount Scheme to help balance its budget for next year. The initial changes
proposed would have saved the council around £12.1m a year. Following feedback
from the public and the council’s Scrutiny process, the revised proposals now being
considered would help the council save £3.9m a year.
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Improved Council payment system

An improved 24-hour payment system is on the way for anyone wishing to pay for
key Somerset Council services online or over the phone.

From 5 December, residents will be able to pay for the following services over the
phone at any time of the day, 7 days a week using the new automated system:

Council Tax

Business rates

Housing and garage rents
Parking fines

Local Government Boundary Review for Somerset

The Divisional map for Councillors will be re-drawn ahead of the 2027 elections by the Local
Government Boundary Commission. Those wishing to have their say can visit
https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/somerset before the deadline of 20" January 2025.
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