
STOKE ST GREGORY PARISH COUNCIL 
51 Polkes Field, Stoke St Gregory, Taunton, Somerset. TA3 6EX. Tuesday 3rd December 2024.

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 13th January 2025 in The meeting room. Williams 
Hall, Dark Lane, Stoke St Gregory at 7.30pm

Present: John Hardy (Chair), Jessie Cartwright, Julie Monro, Lawrence Bostock, Janice 
Pearce, John Hembrow, Heather Venn, Sally Taylor (Clerk) and one member of the public.

Apologies for Absence:  Peter House, Ann Finn, David Fothergill

Members voted unanimously  to accept apologies.

150.  Approve and sign minutes of the November meeting:

The minutes were agreed to be an accurate record of the meeting and were signed 
accordingly.

ST reported that County had accepted her request for a replacement bin at the Shop/Pub.

 
151.  Declarations of interests and dispensations:  None

152.  Questions and comments from the public (limited to 15 minutes in total) 

Dave Evans attended to provide an update from the Footpaths Group.  He advised that 
the new Footpaths Officer, Dan Gordon would be meeting with Sarah Evans next week to 
further the project to install new footpath gates, good progress has been made in 
engaging with landowners to progress this.

He also advised that the Footpaths Officer post is being made redundant, and therefore 
the Group will not have any assistance with footpath maintenance going forwards.  
Referred to the budget discussions to take place tonight and the need to consider a 
provision for this.

JHe recognised the great contribution the Footpaths Group makes to the village, and that 
the PC is very grateful.

153.     Planning

Nothing to discuss

154.    Stoke St Gregory 2023 Community Plan (Paper circulated via e mail 5-1-25

 Health and Wellbeing identification of initiatives and grant funding.

Discussion around a warm hub/lunch club possibly to be held in the Café at the Royal Oak 
as the lunches at the Baptist Church no longer take place.  All agreed there is a need to 
provide the facility for regular meetings for fun and companionship for the elderly. 

JP will contact Kathy Davison/Liz Hembrow to obtain further information as to how it 
might work.  The PC can then identify options for grant applications to fund such a 
scheme.



  

155.    Somerset Councillor report
No report presented due to DF having sent apologies. 
ST to contact NC to ask if there is a briefing paper to circulate.

156    Budget and Precept for 2025-26 (Papers circulated via e mail 5-1-25)
Discussion and approval of Budget and Precept.
ST talked through the individual budget lines, explaining that there has been some 
distribution of the budget between headings to more accurately reflect budgets required.  
An increase in the budget for 'Contingency for lost services' will include areas such as 
Footpath Maintenance.
The bottom line for the budget and therefore the precept is an increase on 2024-25 of 
2.6%, which is the benchmark percentage for inflation recorded as at September 2024.
ST recommended the budget be approved with the 2.6% increase.
All were in favour.
ST to apply for the precept to Somerset Council as agreed.

Parish precept calculator Total Precept          
                       

Stoke St Gregory        
                       
         
                       

        24/25 25/26 Increase/(decrease)  
Cost Per Week (Rounded to 

2dp)
            amount %   24/25 25/26
Tax 
Base                     413.60                 424.34 10.74 2.60%        
Precept               20,919.89           22,019.00 1,099.11 5.25%        
Band D 
amount                   50.58                   51.89 1.31 2.59%        
                       
A 6 / 9 33.72 34.59 0.87 2.59%   0.65 0.67
B 7 / 9 39.34 40.36 1.02 2.59%   0.76 0.78
C 8 / 9 44.96 46.12 1.16 2.59%   0.86 0.89
D 9 / 9 50.58 51.89 1.31 2.59%   0.97 1.00
E 11 / 9 61.82 63.42 1.60 2.59%   1.19 1.22
F 13 / 9 73.06 74.95 1.89 2.59%   1.41 1.44
G 15 / 9 84.30 86.48 2.18 2.59%   1.62 1.66
H 18 / 9 101.16 103.78 2.62 2.59%   1.95 2.00
                       

JC mentioned Community Health grants and has agreed to look into this forward strategy.

157.   Broomfield Park 

JHa is attending a Management meeting on the 27th January and will try to establish if 
structures on transferred land are permitted.
  
158.   Highways 



Road closure Meare Green - JHa spoke to WW and they have postponed due to flood ed 
road closures.

 A further correspondence has been received from Alex Wyatt and was circulated to all 
Councillors. JHa remarked that the issues with parking on Willey Road had been discussed 
at the last meeting. Somerset Highways response was taken as our response.  Nothing has 
changed and this is still the PC response.  Whilst there is sympathy with the resident there 
is very little the PC can do as it doesn't have right to enforcement. 

ST to reply that the PC is continuing to work with other agencies but this issue always has 
and will be a problem around a School. 

159. Footpaths

Covered above.

  
160.   Flooding

Broad Lane: JC reported that the ditch had been dug out along Broad Lane as was filling 
up. The issue is that access has been made from one field to another and a drain has put 
drain in but its not big enough for the flow. Phil Stone - looking at negotiating with that 
landowner to resolve.

Dark lane in bad state. Council issue as road has been eroded away by flowing water off 
fields. Some patching but nothing of note.

JHa to write to highways to come and look and assess.

  
161.   Playing Field

Dog waste bin ST to write to council to say not emptied and to ask what is the  frequency 
for emptying.

  

162   Heart of the Village

Dave Evans represented HOTV as Secretary.  He reported a series of resignations from the 
MC leaving just 3 Members.  The minimum is 3 so it can still legally function but is not 
sustainable.  A Special Members Meeting has been called following a letter from 
'Concerned Members'.  This has to take place before 5th February 2025.

Following the Special Members Meeting a new Management Committee could be in place 
in a couple of weeks.

ST advised that as the PC is a shareholder that it will be invited to attend the meeting and 
to vote. HV proposed this should be a non shareholder.  LB agreed to attend on behalf of 
the PC, if LB unable to attend ST will attend.

JP asked if there is any way the PC can help as it is a community led project.   All agreed 
that the PC needs to be supportive in getting project back on track.

Discussion around whether a PC member should apply for the Management Committee.

Unsure on the legalities of this, DE to seek advice from the Plunkett Foundation.

163.   Councillor Training

 Courses available and feedback from courses attended - None

  

164.  Financial matters 



 Payments to be authorised:

DATE REFERENCE PAYEE DETAIL AMOUNT

9-12-24 INV-4787 SALC TRAINING CODE OF CONDUCT JM £25

26-12-24 INV-550 WILLIAMS HALL MEETING ROOM HIRE £45

1-01-25 INV-803 NICK SLOAN WEBSITE DEC £120.00

1-01-25 SALARY DEC SALLY TAYLOR CLERK SALARY DEC £327.77

All Agreed to make the payments.  HV asked if more Councillors can be added to the 
authorisation with the bank.  ST to arrange.

165.   Other items for discussion

ST reported that residents had requested a dog waste bin to be installed next the bus 
shelter and rubbish bin at Woodhill Terrace.

All agreed to purchase.

New Noticeboard wet at the back soaking up the pinboard may need a rubber seal.  ST 
to give LB a key to look at what needs doing.

Meeting closed at 9.03pm.

The next meeting date will be as follows Monday 10th February 2025 at 7.30pm at The 
Williams Hall, Stoke St Gregory.


