STOKE ST GREGORY PARISH COUNCIL

)# Stoke St Gregory

51 Polkes Field, Stoke St Gregory, Taunton, Somerset. TA3 6EX.

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 11th August 2025 in The meeting room.
Williams Hall, Dark Lane, Stoke St Gregory at 7.30pm

Present: John Hardy (Chair), John Hembrow, Heather Venn, Ann Finn, Peter
House, Janice Pearce, Jessie Cartwright, Lawrence Bostock, David Fothergill,
Sally Taylor (Clerk) and one member of the public.

Apologies for Absence: Julie Monro
All agreed to accept

272. Approve and sign minutes of the July meeting:

The minutes were agreed to be an accurate record of the meeting and were
signed accordingly.

273. Declarations of interests and dispensations: None

274. Questions and comments from the public (limited to 15 minutes in total)
SE in attendance on behalf of the Footpaths Group.

Glyn Edwards FP officer met with SE who showed him broken or damaged
stiles. Later this week the stile where 2 fell will be fixed this week along with
others.

Can maybe provide more gates if we can get them fitted. Route for less able
walkers to add gates rather than stiles.

JHE says if there are gates which can go on his land he will install - HV agreed
the same for their land.

All agreed the view of users of the footpaths is important, SE will seek views.
DF will report problem with stile near Moredon to NC PC.

275. Planning
36/25/0008 Dwelling on land to north of Longacre, Woodhill

All agreed that as an original application on this site was supported first time
around and a site visit is not necessary as the plans have not changed.

Windows looking out onto Sedgemoor, should be the right sort of glass for
birds not to fly into as specified for a previous application facing the same
way. The previous application for this site didn’t mention. We also need to
highlight a badger set which has appeared since the previous application.

All agreed to support as last time with conditions regarding planting on site,
and to highlight the window glass and badger set. ST to respond to Planning
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36/25/0011and 0012 Change of use of agricultural buildings at Lower Huntham
Farm.

The applications are for change of use of redundant agricultural buildings.

Legislation has changed to make use of redundant buildings as it these
applications are a notification the PC has no influence.

However, JHe notes that this is with regard to adding 6 dwellings in a complex
where there are 4 existing barn conversions. They won’t affect anyone, but HV
has concerns re access and additional traffic.

JHe refers again to the lack of a plan. We should look at areas in village where
development might be acceptable.

JP thinks we should do some work on a plan. We can then use to support or
reject planning decisions and be able to provide feedback to the village.

JC said that the starting point is to look at what we have - what’s our
demographic - future trajectory and see where we go from there. A
neighbourhood plan would be very useful to have, although it would require a
large amount of work to produce.

It was suggested it would be useful to extend an invite to Jeanne Leader from
NC to attend a future meeting. She has led the group producing one for NCPC
and to hear from their experience would be really useful.

DF to invite JL to a future meeting. DF to check if there is funding for
producing a plan — DF thinks the scheme may still be active.

276. Health and Wellbeing Projects

ST reported that the grants window had reopened, but the category we fall into
has changed to the banding of grants up to £10,000. However, due to the size
of our PC the application amount would be more appropriate at around £2,500.

HV thinks that we should support the HOTV initiative as the project for
community lunches has commenced and has been successful. Now the need
has been established, appropriate places for comfort for the elderly and with
wheelchairs is required.

Run at low cost for the community. If there were no volunteers they wouldn’t
be able to do it. May need to add a provision to employ some staff to deliver.

All agreed to support.

ST to advise HOTV (Mary Nash) to complete the forms as far as possible and
return to ST to complete.

277. Somerset Councillor Report

DF reported that SC are implementing emergency planning procedures. Over
load of work — so procedures have been put in place. Old and or complex
applications won’t be progressed in the next 12 weeks.

New and simple ones will go through. Planning officers will not be making site
visits.

Can only refer to committees in certain circumstances.
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278. Parish Preparedness Report Completion

The Councillors all assisted ST in completing the Parish Preparedness Report.

ST to complete online and submit.

279. Financial Matters

Payments to be authorised:

DATE REFERENCE PAYEE DETAIL AMOUNT

1-8-25 SALARY July SALLY TAYLOR CLERK SALARY July 25 | £327.77

5-8-25 INV-1393 SDH PROJECT PLAY - CIL £6000.00
GROUNDWORKS GRANT PAYMENT

13-6-25 | INV-76 JOSH WILLIAMS GRASS CUTTING £220.00

14-7-25 | INV-95

All agreed to pay
280. Other Items for Discussion:

The whereabouts of the new dog poo bins was questioned. ST advised that
GG had been given the one for the playing field. Dan Taylor has the one for
Woodhill Terrace, he has installed the post and just needs to attach the bin.

ST to find out when they will be installed and in use.

JP advised the PC that she needs to step down from the Council for personal
reasons. She thanked everyone and stated that she has found the years she
has been on the Council to be very interesting and rewarding. Jha thanked her
for everything she has done, and all agreed.

ST to advertise for a Co-opted Parish Councillor.
Meeting closed at 8.52pm

Next Meeting Monday 8™ September 2025 7.30pm at Williams Hall, Stoke St
Gregory
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