STOKE ST GREGORY PARISH COUNCIL
51 Polkes Field, Stoke St Gregory, Taunton, Somerset. TA3 6EX.

)t Stoke St Gregory

Minutes of meeting held on Monday 9th March 2026 in the meeting room. Williams Hall, Dark
Lane, Stoke St Gregory at 7.30pm

Present: John Hardy (Chair), Peter House, John Hembrow, Lawrence Bostock, Samantha
Smith, David Fothergill, Sally Taylor (Clerk) and one member of the public.

Apologies for Absence: Jessie Cartwright, Julie Monro
Non attendance: Ann Finn

All agreed to accept apologies

376. Approve and sign minutes of the February meeting:

The minutes were agreed to be an accurate record of the meeting and were signed
accordingly.

377. Declarations of interests and dispensations: None

378. Questions and comments from the public (limited to 15 minutes in total)

A member of the Footpath Group was in attendance to advise that they will be holding a
meeting on Wednesday. Routes to be shared amongst group to update information eg where
replacements for stiles have been made.

379. Fingerpost Repairs

ST advised that LB had forwarded contacts for quotes for fingerpost replacements, but no
quotes yet received. It was suggested that Glyn Edwards might have contacts/information.

ST to contact him to enquire.

A resident has expressed an interest in doing some signpost cleaning and painting. All
agreed this would be welcomed.

380. Noticeboard

ST reported that the noticeboard doors are stuck shut, and inside is very damp. All agreed it
is an issue with wooden noticeboards.

LB agreed to take a look at what can be done when it dries out.

ST to put a file in the shop to display agenda’s and minutes in the meantime.



381. Highways

Lengthy discussion around potholes and repairing some but not others. LB had spoken to the
team filling them and was told the Surveyor marks and the guys on the ground are not
allowed to fill those not marked. It was questioned whether County had run out of money.

DF joined the meeting at this point and was able to clarify that this is the case approaching
the end of the financial year. Temporary repairs are being carried out on the worst ones.
7,000 potholes have been reported this Winter, numbers are usually around 3,000

DF suggested putting together a list of worst ones and send them in en masse.

382. Somerset Council Report
Somerset Council budget set 4.99% increase.
Additional emergency financial support has been provided.

SEND support £116m write off 90% in two years.

383. Flooding

ST advised that residents have asked about what can be done about Moredon, and if there is
something that can be done in conjunction with NCPC. The issue affect SSG residents more
than NC.

LB went to see the MP when he visited the village. Know the hotspots — he said Somerset
Council should have a hit list of areas to be resolved. Some need clearing some need more
serious mechanical works.

DF knows it is a serious issue — it's about where the water goes and the drainage and
landowners to try to get Highways in a room to pin them down.

Solomon’s Hollow is also an issue. JHe thinks needs water needs to go through the field as
the land goes away — but the water does not run away. There is an earth bank which could
be removed. JHe looked and doesn’t think the ditch is the main issue.

DF suggested getting Richard Hawkins out from County — both PC’s with Highways. Wessex
Water also as is there anything in the ground.

DF suggested putting names of two Councillors forward to attend a meeting.

DF then concluded it would be best to set up meeting and see who is able to make it.

384. Playing Field

Good stampede. Planning an opening ceremony. Have been issues with some lettings for
pavilion which looks like it will be soon resolved.

Date for Summer Fete 11" July. May ask for a small contribution from PC.

385. HOTV



Recruitment for management couple now well underway, news in next few weeks. Do want
someone living in the building, but now have good security alarms etc.

Flat roof on kitchen and café leaking — getting quotes for that. Then looking for grants

386. Financial matters
Payments to be authorised

DATE REFERENCE PAYEE DETAIL AMOUNT
1-2-26 SALARY SALLY TAYLOR CLERK SALARY Jan 26 | £338.51
All Agreed

387. Other items for discussion.

ST advised that the bus shelter at Woodhill Terrace is not providing sufficient shelter, and as

school children wait there every day a resident has asked if it could be repaired. County had
previously suggested that there may be grant funding for this, but as no responses received

ST suggested we go ahead and arrange repair as we do have scope within the budget.

All agreed

ST informed the PC that she had written to the Chair to submit her resignation. She
explained that she is about to start a new full time position and will be unable to continue with
the Clerk role. She will stay until the end of April to ensure the accounts and the AGAR are
prepared and ready to submit to the external auditors.

JHa thanked her for her work in the role and wished her good luck with the new job.
ST to draft a job advert to be approved by JHa

Meeting closed at 20.20

The next meeting date will be as
follows:
Monday 13th April 2026 at 7.30pm at The Williams Hall, Stoke St Gregory.







