
 

 

 

STOKE ST GREGORY PARISH COUNCIL                                                                         

51 Polkes Field, Stoke St Gregory, Taunton, Somerset. TA3 6EX. 

 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 19th May 2025 in The Williams Hall, Dark Lane, Stoke 

St Gregory at 7.30pm 

 

Present:  Jessie Cartwright (Vice Chair), Julie Monro, Lawrence Bostock, John Hembrow, 
Peter House, Ann Finn,  Sally Taylor (Clerk) and 7 members of the public. 

 

Apologies for Absence:  John Hardy (Chair), Heather Venn, Janice Pearce 

Members voted unanimously to accept apologies. 

 
1. Chairpersons report 

In the absence of JHa, JC read the Chairpersons report on his behalf: 

I have had the privilege of being Stoke St Gregory Parish Council Chair for the past 12 months. In that 

time there have been a number of challenges but also a lot has been achieved. Many projects within 

the Parish are progressing well and will come to fruition in the near future. 

I would like to mention a few achievements that we as a village should be proud of – 

The Parish is now served with 3 Defibrillators and training sessions on how to operate them are being 

organised. 

We have a comprehensive Emergency and Incident response plan that is published on the parish web 

site. 

A Health and Wellbeing project is under way and serving the community in many aspects. 

We will soon be having a Speed Indicator Device installed along Meare Green which will hopefully result 

in lower speeds. 

We had a new Notice Board installed at Dark Lane which I’m sure you would agree is much easier to 

see the displayed notices. 

We also welcomed Julie Monro as a Councillor whom I sure will bring lots of expertise and knowledge 

to the Parish Council. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all members of the PC for their commitment and hard 

work over the past 12 months. All our Councillors are committed to serving the community in the best 

way they can and are always willing to listen and discuss new ways to improve our Parish.  

Finally, I want to say a special mention to the contribution made by our exceptional Clerk, Sally Taylor.         
Sally has been tireless in her efforts to ensure that the PC functions in an efficient and professional 
manner, bringing sound knowledge to the role. Her support has been unwavering and without her the 
Parish Council would not function. 

 

2. Reports from Village Groups 

JC thanked the village groups who had submitted their annual reports, and pointed out 
that these had been displayed in the Hall for anyone to read. 



 

 

 

 

3.  Presentation by Xanthe Waite on The Greater Sedgemoor Landscape Recovery Project 

The Greater Sedgemoor Landscape Recovery Project is a two year development 
project, working with multiple landowners, farmers, statutory agencies, communities 
and other stakeholders across 4,000ha of the Somerset Levels and moors south of the 
Polden Hills to develop a single, bespoke 20 year land management agreement.  The 
intention of this agreement is to support climate-resilient, nature-friendly farming and 
land management actions, working to the ‘Lawton Principles’ of more, bigger, better, 
and more joined-up.     
  
The Greater Sedgemoor Landscape Recovery Project is a partnership delivered by 
RSPB and FWAG SW with funding from Defra.  It is one of the second round of pilot 
Landscape Recovery Projects within Defra’s new Environmental Land Management 
(ELM) Scheme.  
 
Xanthe talked through the details of the project, progress to date and future steps. 
JC thanked Xanthe for her interesting presentation. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.40pm  
  

 


