
STOKE ST GREGORY PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 11th May 2026 in The meeting room. Williams Hall, 
Dark Lane, Stoke St Gregory at 7.40pm

Present: Jessie Cartwright (Vice Chair), John Hembrow, Lawrence Bostock, Peter 
House, Julie Monro, Samantha Smith, Becky Goodchild (Clerk), David Fothergill (arrived 
later).

Apologies for Absence:  John Hardy (Chair), Ann Finn.

Apologies accepted.

403.  Approve and sign minutes of the April meeting:

The minutes were agreed to be an accurate record of the meeting and were signed by 
the Vice Chair.

404.  Declarations of interests and dispensations:  None

405.  Questions and comments from the public (limited to 15 minutes in total): None

406.  Planning

36/26/0005 and 0006/CQ Conversion of agricultural buildings to dwelling houses at 
Lower Huntham Farm.

For information only, no action for PC to take.

407.  Approval of AGAR forms for 25-26

The clerk informed the PC that the internal audit had been completed by herself before 
coming into post as the current clerk as of this meeting. The AGAR was signed by the 
Vice-Chair as complete.

Clerk to return AGAR to PFK Littlejohn for external audit.

408.  Highways

 It was noted that some potholes around the village have been marked for filling.

 Previously a member of the public asked if it would be possible for signs warning 
of working tractors could be placed in the village, and also possibility of a virtual 
pathway (similar to that in Creech St Michael). Highways have not responded to 
the PC about this yet.

 Driveway blocking by the school was discussed. One driveway is being blocked 
and parents dropping off at school are using the driveway to turn in.



 Access to the shop was discussed including a need for disabled parking and a 
dropped kerb. It is believed that the concrete area in front of the shop/pub 
belongs to Highways and that these would have to be requested (probably by 
HOTV) if wanted. The work would have to be paid for.

  

409.  Footpaths - Nothing to discuss.

410.  Flooding

Flood wardens - A flood warden is needed for Meare Green. This was requested in the 
last Newsletter but no-one has volunteered. It was noted that there is no real risk of 
flooding in this area - more a case of monitoring blocked drains and puddling. 
Discussion of the need for clearing of drains as a preventative measure.

The meeting between JM and the previous clerk with a parish councillor in Stoke St 
Mary in February was discussed. It is possible to have a road closure for 20 minutes 
while work is done to clear drains and gullies etc (eg jetting). A Highways approved 
contractor would have to do the work. Practicalities were discussed:

- If silt in pipes is cleared it needs to be taken away so that it doesn't block elsewhere - 
disposal costs.

- Cost of jetting - Could the PC look at as the basis of a grant application? The next 
submission for SRA grants from the Community Flood Action Fund is thought to be 
July.

- Who could do the work - which contractors? PC could ask Highways or Somerset 
Council.

PC decided to ask DF for input when he arrives. 

PH to investigate suitable contractors

411. Heart of the Village

SS advised:

HOTV have just had building control sign off for phase 3 works. 

The new couple have been welcomed into post and are about to receive a handover re 
health and safety etc.

There is currently a starter menu with the intension of expanding this shortly.

412. Councillor training

SS has completed some SALC training.

413.  Financial matters 
The following payments were approved for payment:

DATE REFERENCE PAYEE DETAIL AMOUN
T

1-5-26 Salary Sally Taylor Clerk salary Apr 26 338.51

21-4-26 3052-3082-3125 SALC Inv 3082 £25 Training 531.54



Inv 3052 £481.54 Annual 
subs

Inv 3125 £25 Training

10-4-26 Inv 80 Josh Williams Mowing Apr 115.00

1-5-26 Reimb Microsoft Sally Taylor Microsoft annual 
subscription

84.99

5-5-26 Internal audit 
2025-26

Rebecca 
Goodchild

Fee for internal audit 110.00

Signatories - Currently only AF and JH are signatories for the PC. Ideally all councillors 
would be approved signatories but a minimum of 4 otherwise. The process is 
longwinded but the PC to look into again.

Signatures on invoices - Councillors have not been viewing the invoices before 
approving payments. The clerk also noted during the internal audit (audit carried out by 
the current clerk before coming into post) that invoices haven't been initialled before 
payments are made. It was agreed that going forward this will be addressed by the 
clerk bringing a paper copy of each invoice to the meeting at which they are to be 
approved, for viewing by councillors. They will also be brought to the following meeting 
for initialling by the councillors who approved the payments on the banking app.

(DF arrives 8:21pm)

414. Somerset Councillor report

DF gave an update to the PC. In summary:

- Somerset Council Chief Finance Officer - Interim officer will remain in post until March 
2027.

- Somerset Council SEND services and EHCP delays - Significant delivery of EHCPs 
and delays in Educational Psychology advice.

- Somerset Local Housing Needs Assessment - The report highlights pressures around 
affordability, future housing demand and the need for accessible  and specialist 
housing. The full assessment can be viewed at www.somerset.gov.uk/planning-
buildings-and-land/somerset-local-plan/evidence-gathering-and-early-engagement/
- Somerset retail and leisure needs assessment - This will inform the Somerset Local 
Plan and future decisions on town centre development. The full assessment can be 
viewed at www.somerset.gov.uk/planning-buildings-and-land/somerset-local-plan/evidence-

gathering-and-early-engagement/  
- Gritter Fleet investment - Somerset Council has approved plans to invest up to £2.3 
million in new gritter lorries over the next 4 years.

- Somerset leisure centres to see limited investment with no major investment over the 
next 2 years. The focus will be on maintaining services with no significant upgrades.

- Foster care fortnight 11th - 24th May - There are currently more than 670 children in 
care in Somerset, and there is a need for more foster carers. More information about 



fostering can be found at www.fosteringinsomerset.org.uk  

- SEND Reform Plan Consultation now open. If you know a young person with SEND 
please encourage them to complete the SEND Reform Plan Survey for Children and 

Young People by Friday 15th May. www.menti.com/aln9dtyib2no

  

415. Playing Field - Consideration of risks to PC around illegal encampments
DF advised of the practicalities involved for PCs as a result of illegal encampments 
following one at Creech St Michael recently. Possible steps that could be taken to 
reduce the likelihood of this happening in Stoke St Gregory were considered by the PC. 
Although the gates at the Creech park are locked at 9:30 pm travellers moved in (20 
units) when the gates were locked slightly later one night. Being private land there was 
no support from the County Council and the PC had to serve notice for bailiffs at a cost 
of £5000. The travellers have moved out but the clear up operation has been long and is 
ongoing. The park is still closed and block barriers will be installed.
In consideration of the park in Stoke St Gregory the mound that runs alongside the car 
park gives some protection from entry of vehicles to the field. DF advised that gates 
and height barriers can be removed. Rising barriers are expensive. DF advised 
contacting the Creech parish clerk to gain an understanding of the steps they went 
though to remove the travellers as this is a civil matter and not a criminal matter.
DF advised the PC to set aside £6,000 - £7,000 in its budget to cover bailiff costs. Also 
to check with our insurance company re what is covered in this scenario e.g. cleaning 
up of needles and human waste.
DF to ask the Creech St Michael clerk to write out steps taken and share with other 
parish councils.

416. Other items for discussion
Flooding and drainage - The PC asked DF how West Monkton have approached their 
drainage problems. DF advised that a gully sucker was employed, and that the 
government are putting more money into tackling these issues so there should be 
improvement over the next 12 months. DF advised to continue reporting any drainage 
issues. JH advised that as well as drains needing to be unblocked the sections between 
them also need to be cleared.
DF asked if the parish has enough wet areas to warrant a survey being carried out with 
a drain camera to show blockages / collapsed drains. Many areas were listed by the 
PC.
Clerk to contact Griffin Toilet Hire for a price for a camera survey. 

Meeting closed at 9pm

417. Confidential item

Meeting re-opened at 9:15pm

418. Other items for discussion continued

http://www.fosteringinsomerset.org.uk/


Out-going clerk - The PC would like to thank the out-going clerk for all her work over 
the past few years.

PC emails - JH, AF and LB are not currently able to log into their new gov email 
address.

In-coming clerk and banking 
JH to try to give the new clerk access to the PC bank account, via his banking app.

Meeting closed at 9:27pm

          The next meeting will be on Monday 8th June 2026 at 7.30pm 

                            at The Williams Hall, Stoke St Gregory.


